
 

 

Term 4, Week 3, 18th October, 2017 

OCTOBER 

20 Swimming 

20 Emmanuel 

Workshop 4.30pm 

24 Prep Orientation 

27 Swimming 

27 Day for Daniel 

31 Prep Orientation 

30 Grandparents 

 Celebration 9.30am   

NOVEMBER 

3 Swimming 

7 Melbourne  Cup 

9 Remarkable  

Moments 

10 Swimming 

17 Swimming 

21 Nano Nagle 

24 Swimming 

Carnival 

 Principal’s News 

Welcome to Week 3 

I hope you have had a wonderful fortnight and I am sure that you 
have all enjoyed the beautiful rain. I know our school gardens have 
sprung to life again and the flowers are starting to blossom. We 
have recently cut down a lot of trees, that could potentially have 
been a hazard in a storm, and after this recent weather, I am 
pleased they are gone. We will be replacing them with small native 
trees. If you have any spare small native trees, we will gladly give 
them a home. 

Last week Miss Marshall and I attended a cluster meeting in Brisbane with other schools. 

We proudly presented our data, revealing that we have achieved our reading goal for 

2017. We a very grateful to the teachers and parents for the effort they have put into 

assisting students to read and we still have 7 weeks of learning and achieving to go. 

Learning never ends but is a life long journey. 

We welcome the wonderful new additions to the St Joseph’s family for 2018: 

Claire Ritchie 

Claire has a Bachelor of Education specialising in Special Education and currently study-
ing a Masters of Special Education. 

Claire comes with 5 years of classroom teaching and 4 years in Kindergarten. Claire is 
currently teaching Year 1 in Brisbane and has the role of Literacy Leader for the Early 
Years. We look forward to her sharing her knowledge and skills with us in our Early Years.  

Claire has said she “loves teaching, working with the children and helping to inspire a 
love of learning in them.  I love seeing the individual progress each child makes and the 
smiles on their faces when they achieve their goals. “ 

 



 

 

Principal’s News continued 

Angela Morsch 
4 
Angela is a very experienced educator, teaching students from P-12. She has held numerous roles in Brisbane 
Catholic Education, including being a Support Officer for students with English as a Second Language and those 
with disabilities. Angela has spent the last two years at Nauru educating refugee children and supporting teach-
ers. Angela is looking forward to working at St Joey’s next year and sharing her extensive knowledge with staff 
and students. 

Amanda Rofe 

Amanda joined our St Joseph’s family this term. She holds a Bachelor of Education and Arts. Amanda also has a 
Masters in Early Childhood teaching, a Masters in Language and Literacy and a Certificate of Systematic Theology. 
She has had extensive experience in secondary education and more recently in primary education.  Amanda has 
held the role of English Coordinator on the Sunshine Coast. We are looking forward to her continued role in Year 
4 in 2018. 

Amanda says she “values teaching as it presents varied challenges every day. The gradual building of relationships, with 
learning at their centre, means that my students and I are always learning together and from each other”.  

Hayley Duff 

Hayley holds a Bachelor of Primary Education with high achievements in Literacy Education, Literacy for Linguis-
tics and the Learning and Teaching of Mathematics. Hayley is familiar with the Murgon region and is delighted to 
be teaching at the school her mother once attended as a student. We look forward to her joining our school next 
year. Hayley said she is “a life-long learner and teaching gives me the opportunity to take my passion of learn-
ing and instil it in my students. Teaching is also a rewarding profession where I am able to make a difference in 
each child's life everyday and the feeling of accomplishment watching a student grow in confidence and 
knowledge”. 

We are so excited to have them join us in 2018 and we look forward to working with them as a team, to continue 
the wonderful learning growth achieved in 2017. 

Teachers for 2018 

Prep-Megan Housden-Megan is a specialised Early Years teacher and is excited about continuing to put her 
knowledge into practice. 

Year 1-Claire Ritchie-is currently the literacy leader of the early years and is very happy to be continuing her role 
as a Year 1 teacher. 

Year 2-Trish Wex-is very pleased to be teaching Year 2 and is excited about continuing the success she is having 
in 2017. 

Year 3-Hayley Duff-is very excited to use her advanced knowledge, especially in literacy and mathematics to   
continue the learning growth of the students. 

Year 4-Amanda Rofe-is very pleased to continue her role as Year 4 teacher and to share her advanced knowledge 
with the students. 

Year 5-Angela Morsch-is really looking forward to using her expert knowledge to assist students to learn and 
grow. 

Year 6-Olivia Holmes-is looking forward to developing the senior year students and assisting them to be            
confident and competent life long learners.  



 

 

Principal’s  News continued 

Deanna Dawson will be on maternity leave in 2018 and we wish her well. Deanna begins her leave at the end of 
this week and we welcome Mary McCallum and Tracey Robinson into Year 1. 

We will be farewelling Emma Hutton, James Heath and Travis Price at the end of the year and we are grateful 
for the time they have spent with us. For various reasons they need to return to Brisbane and we wish them 
every success in the future. 

Fees 

Fees are important for the effective functioning of the school, enabling us to provide high quality education 
and to cater for the needs of all students. I ask that you please attend to the school fees by the end of this year. 
If you are experiencing issues with fee paying, please make an appointment to discuss this. Thank you for 
attending to this.  

P&F 

We thank everyone who assisted with the catering for Relay for Life. We thank the Prendergast, Dawson, 
Dennis, Cook Rollings and Rowberry families as well as Miss Marshall, Miss Holmes and Mr Gerrard. 

The next P&F fundraiser is the cooking and selling of chips at the Wondai Races on the 21st October.  

God Bless, 

 

Tracey Gerrard,  Principal 

 

“Never see a need without doing something about it”     Mary Mackillop. 

Jennie-Lou Kapernick   -  Finance Officer 

It is with great pleasure that I welcome Jenni-Lou Kapernick to the role of Finance Officer. Jenni-Lou has 
a Bachelor of Business (Accountancy) and a Certificate III in Business (Office Administration). Jenni-Lou will 
be working 3 days per week this term and next year 5 days per week.   
Welcome Jennie-Lou to the St Joey’s family. 

Well done to all the Premier’s Reading Challenge Students 



 

 

APRE News  

Charity, patience and tenderness are beautiful gifts. If you have them, you want to share 

them with others. Pope Francis 

Dear St Joseph’s Families,  

 

Last Friday we joined forces to ‘Sock it to poverty’ by wearing crazy, fun socks and raising money to support 

Catholic Mission. Thank you to all who supported our fundraiser. Every little bit makes a difference in the lives   

of others. Thank you to our Year 6 leaders who organised the Rock Your Socks Off Dance Party and for our 

Adopt-A-Cops Constables Georgie and Lachlan for also joining us for the lunch activities.  

Consistency of Teacher Judgement 

On Monday, our teachers joined others from Gayndah, Nanango and Kingaroy to engage in professional 

conversations with other teachers on the same grade as them as well as moderate learning to ensure we 

have consistency of judgements throughout our district. Teachers also joined with the school officers to   

engage in professional learning about reading hosted by Education Officers from Brisbane Catholic             

Education.  

Emmanuel Worship is a group of Catholics determined to bring wholehearted worship to the Church and 

the world through music. The lead singer of the band, Roby Curtis is keen to share his passion with our 

community. Joining with St Mary’s, your families are warmly invited to this free event this Friday in the       

St Joseph’s Hall from 4.30pm – 7.30pm. A BBQ dinner will be provided.  



 

 

APRE News continued 

Jess Marshall Assistant Principal – Religious Education  

Remarkable Moments Day 

There are so many wonderful stories of growth and learning success coming from our classes at St Joseph’s. 

Not only have the teachers worked tirelessly to provide engaging, thought-provoking lessons each day, our    

students have continued to challenge themselves to be better in their learning. On Thursday 9th November we 

will be holding a special celebration of learning to highlight all of the remarkable moments we have had during 

this school year. All parents and families are encouraged to join us in celebrating our successes. More                  

information regarding times will be shared with you shortly.  

Day for Daniel 

Friday 27th October is Day for Daniel.  

We are participating in a live broadcast with Bruce and Denise Morcombe 

who will be presenting Australia’s Biggest Child Safety Lesson to share      

strategies for students to help promote safety. This is an important reminder 

to teach our students the dangers of stranger-danger. Please remind your       

children at home of these dangers. On Friday the 27th, we encourage every-

one to wear a red shirt and bring in a gold coin donation that will go towards 

the Daniel Morcombe Foundation to ensure child safety education continues.  

Upcoming Dates  

20th Oct – Year 4 at Anointing Mass, Castra 

20th Oct – Emmanuel Worship, 4.30pm in St Joseph’s Hall 

24th Oct – Prep Orientation 

24th Oct – Year 6 Castra Cobbers  

27th Oct – Celebrating World Teachers’ and School Officers’ Day; Day for Daniel  

30th Oct – Grandparents Day Liturgy, Concert and Morning Tea, 9.30am  

31st Oct – Prep Orientation  

31st Oct – Year 2 Castra Cobbers  

May the fortnight ahead be full of many blessings,  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

WEEKDAY MASSES 

5.30pm Wednesdays  -  Wondai     

5.30pm Thursdays  -  Murgon                     

9.30am Fridays  - Murgon 

SUNDAY 22nd October 

Wondai       8.00am 

Cherbourg 10.00am 

SATURDAY 21st October 

Proston  9.00am 

Murgon 6.00pm  

Parish Mass Times  Phone Fr. Subin Thomas mcbs, Parish Administrator  Phone 41 681 406 

SATURDAY 28th October 

Proston 9.00am 

Wondai 6.00pm 

SUNDAY 29th October 

Murgon        8.00am   

Goomeri     10.00am 

Students of the Week & Premier’s Reading Challenge Photos 

Reminder   School swimming day is Friday.  Please remember to send your child 

with their swimming togs, including a sun shirt (students must wear a sun shirt to 

be allowed to swim),  towel, thongs and sunscreen if you wish to use your own 

sunscreen—otherwise school sunscreen will be available and a swimming cap 

(school will provide, if you do not have one).  

Week 1   S T U D E N T S   O F   T H E   W E E K       

Prep Maude Purcell 

Year 1 Millah Druery 

Year 2 Jayden McEffer 

Year 3 Year 3 

Year 4 Lara Kapernick 

Year 5 Saffron Sandow 

Year 6 Nathan Roderick 



 

 

Classroom Tweets 

Year One  have been learning 
about poems this term. 

We used our rhyming skills to write our own! We 
have also been reciting an exciting act that we will 
perform on Grandparents day, we can’t wait to 
share it with everyone. 

 

Year Two   students have started the last term with a reading bang, with students who 

have been tested all advancing reading levels. This is a good indication that 

the word strategies we are learning, along with reading in class and the added reading help they are getting at 

home is effective. Thank you to the parents/carers who are supervising the 5 minutes a night to hear their child 

read. 

Peer to peer feedback will be used more frequently also. Here students will read each other’s work and help guide 

them with constructive feedback to support their learning. 

What a busy start to our term we have had. We kicked off the term with our last Prep assembly.         

We shared with the school some of our learning goals and taught them a new song about having a go. We 
also visited our friends at Castra and had lots of fun playing bingo with the Year 1’s. We loved receiving our 
certificates from the Premier’s Reading Challenge and are excited to keep reading more books.   



 

 

Community News — Look Who’s Coming to the South Burnett 

WIN!! There is an opportunity for schools, sports clubs, non profits etc to win 1 of 3 footballs autographed by 
Shane Webcke which would make a great prize for your own fundraiser.  Details are on the flyer. 

More Socktober Fun! 


